Open Division 4.5.09 Meeting Minutes:

In attendance:

Adrian Roberts, Anthony Falkner, Bryan Beeman, Carly Wylie, David Waite, Gil Estrada, Jake Packer, Mike Bodine, Norm McDuffee, Roy Melani, Sam Frahm, Scott Cummins, Wes Corey, Yusef Parker, and via poxy email: Geoff Wright.

Commissioner Report:

Protest Chairman Named: Yusef Parker  And accepted.

Committee Reports: 

Fundraising committee given till May Meeting to finalize concept of fundraiser because date and locale has changed to CC Slaughters on Saturday, May 30th.

Unfinished Business:

Passed: 

5.3.2 The batting order, the official list of Players in the order in which members of that team must bat, must be established before the game starts. Teams have the option of batting the line-up, which would be a maximum of 11 players, or the roster, which would be all their players, if in excess of 11. This must be established and told to the umpire at the pre-game talk when the line-up card is turned in. (changed from 12)

Passed:

5.5 Inter-Division Games: 

a: Inter-Division games will be limited to 6 runs per inning per team until the last inning, which will be 

unlimited for both teams.


Passed:

7.2 Games which are tied after one hour and ten minutes will remain tied and be so recorded. Games that are tied after seven complete innings with time remaining will use the ASA tie-breaker as described in ASA Rule 5.11 (code article 510 N).  (changed from 2 more innings played after 7 innings or time limit expired)


Passed:

13.5 Pick Up Player Rule:

If a team finds itself short of players the day of scheduled play, the manager may pick up RCSA Open Division Players to avoid forfeit using the following criteria:

a: the pick up player(s) must be from the same division or lower.

b: the additional player rating(s) must not put the team over the team rating limit.

c: the opposing team manager agrees* to the addition(s),

d: pick up players are limited to two (2) for any given game line up, per team.

· *the game in question will count toward team and league standings. 


Passed:

14.2 Grounds for protest will be limited to player eligibility (as per the guidelines set forth in Section 3.6 herein), restrictions from NAGAAA except sexual identity requirements, rules misinterpretation by the umpire, and player ratings (“Ratings”).

a. Protests filed regarding player eligibility, as defined in Section 3.6, or with respect to restrictions placed on a player by NAGAAA  (delete: “or any other NAGAAA-affiliated league”), may be made and presented to the Commissioner in writing at any time within the beginning and ending of regular

season play.

Passed:

17.0 League Champions and World Series Representatives

17.1 The winner of the most regular season games in each conference will be declared the RCSA Open Division Champion of their respective conference. (delete: “In the case of a tie, the results of regular season head-to-head Competition between the affected teams will determine the Champion. In the event head-to-head Competition does not effectively break the tie, there will be a one game playoff.”)

(add: “17.1.1 The Method of tie-breaking to determine standings at the end of the season or for 
GSWS consideration:

a.  Head to head play.

b.  Run differential between the tied teams when they played each

other.

c.  Run differential for league play, (i.e. runs scored against and runs

scored for.)

d. Coin flip.") Change to playoff game (friendly amendment)

d. In the event a, b, and c do not effectively break the tie, there will be a one game playoff. (friendly amendment, changed from “coin toss”)


Passed:

Added: 17.2.5.3  2009 Extra Births: A fourth berth will be awarded to the team placing second in the World Series Qualifier Playoff that is most competitive in their respective division.  Most competitive is defined as the best win percentage (as expressed in decimal).

Best is defined as either being in first place in their division or the smallest difference between the 1st place team and that qualifying team within their division at the time of the playoffs.


Passed:

17.3 Any team earning the right to represent the RCSA Open Division in the GSWS will be required to demonstrate financial ability and Player commitment to participate by a deadline set by the Open Division Commission. (delete: “Should a winner or runner-up of the post-season playoff tournament be unable to demonstrate their ability to participate in the GSWS, the highest team in the regular season standings will first be given the opportunity to participate. If such team has already earned the right in that season to represent RCSA Open Division in the GSWS, and demonstrated its ability to participate, the next highest team in the regular season

standings will be given the opportunity and so forth, until such team(s) have been determined.”) Failure of any RCSA Open Division team to participate in the GSWS after meeting the qualifications and stating their commitment to participate will result in a financial penalty and probation to be established by the Open Division Commission. (add: Should a designated qualifier of a birth be unable to demonstrate their ability to participate in the GSWS,the next highest placing team by the declared method of qualification will be awarded the Birth.”)

New Business:


A: 6 run per inning limit for D Division proposal:  no motion made.


B: Forms and Fees submitted


C: 2009 Ratings Charter approved


D: Ratings Committee Nominations and Vote:



Voted in as Committee Members:




Yusef Parker




Roy Melani




Tim Bias




Geoff Wright

F: D Division Rules Committee Formed by Commissioner. Charter, to discuss and present, if needed, any additional rules to govern/assist the D Division in making game experience better.

Report Due Date: June Meeting.  Head of Committee: (?) Budget $0.0.

Mandate Expires at end of 2009 Regular Season.

Calendar: 


Next meeting place TBD (rotating Sponsor Bars to be assigned by Mike Bodine).


Time / Date: May 5th, 7pm 2009.

