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Rose City Softball Association
Open Division Manager’s Meeting Minutes

The monthly RCSA Open Division manager’s meeting was held at the KOIN Center on Tuesday, February 3, 2009 and was called to order at 7:04 pm.  The minutes of the January 6th, 2009 meeting were approved as read. 

Attendees:  

Adrian Roberts, Anthony Falkner, Bryan Smith, Chuck Billedeaux, David Gunn, Geoff Wright, Gil Estrada, Jake Ayon, Joe Collins, Mike Bodine, Ryan Brown, Sam Frahm, Scott Cummins, Sean Lusby, Tim Bias, Trent Browne, Wes Corey, Yusef Parker
Officer Reports:

Jake-Commissioner
· Attended NAGAAA meeting held in Milwaukie, Wisconsin.  Items discussed in the NAGAA meeting are provided below.
· The San Francisco league is on probation for one year due to protest regarding heterosexual players.  San Francisco is working on a way to comply with NAGAAA’s 2 heterosexual limit rule.

· NAGAAA rules of play this year:  no 1/1 count, no stealing, unsure about the home run rule.
· Upcoming World Series locations include Milwaukie 2009, Columbus 2010, either Chicago or Ft. Meyers 2011.
· A/B invitational tournament starting in 2010.
· NAGAAA is pushing for higher publicity and sponsorship.
· Metro Nashville has been accepted into NAGAAA.  Additional cities are in discussion.
· There are no changes to the player ratings questions for 2009, but changes are to occur in 2010 for questions 16 and 17.

· Jake is working with NAGAAA on producing a player ratings instructional video.

· Attended a 501(c)3 workshop and a dedicated person will be required to complete the application process and necessary by-law changes.  The Cascade Cup will allow the RCSA to meet qualification requirements because it is an international tournament.

· Seattle Tournament update.

· The tournament is being run independently from the Seattle Open Division league.

· The tournament is proceeding with the July 4th date, which is in direct conflict with Cascade Cup.

· Some Seattle teams have expressed interest in still attending the Cascade Cup.

· Upcoming Dates

· Just Out advertisement for the Meet and Greet will run on February 6th and 20th.

· Meet and Greet Bar publicity push is February 14th.

· Meet and Greet is scheduled for February 21st.  No recruiting for your team is allowed.  This is an RCSA event.

· Cascade Cup Committee needs formed.

· ID Card offers.  Have the forms completed by your sponsors for special RCSA member discounts.

· Do not rely on the New Player Day to fill out your team.

· Track new player interest in the league.

Norm-Assistant Commissioner

Sean-Secretary

· Managers and Officers to complete there oaths and submit the signed form.
· Team update forms to be completed and submitted.

Members at Large
Committee Reports:

Financial Aid Fund Committee
· Donations in the amount of $550 available in the fund, enough for 11 players this year.

· David Gunn will be in contact with all managers to promote the availability of the fund.

· Motion was made to nominate Joe Collins and Geoff Wright to the Financial Aid Fund Committee.  Motion was approved with 11 in favor and none opposed.
New Business:
· A motion was made by Jake to move straight to the discussion regarding the removal of the heterosexual limit language from all Open Division rules.  Motion was approved with 12 in favor and none opposed.

· Discussion occurred in favor of and against the proposed motion and the major points discussed were the following:
· Oregon State law, 2007 Senate Bill 2 prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation.  Removal of heterosexual limit language from RCSA documents would put the RCSA in compliance with Oregon law.

· Leagues such as the Portland City League currently group players based on age and sex, thus limited risk from keeping heterosexual limit language.
· Separation of leagues based on sex is legal because of Title 9. 

· The removal of the heterosexual limit language is a major change for the league and more time was needed to evaluate the effects of the change.

· The law prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation is directed toward all citizens of Oregon.

· Heterosexuals in the league will have a positive effect on the league.

· Larger group of heterosexual players with higher skills may create an imbalance in skill level between the gay players and heterosexual players.

· League managers need to respect that this is a gay league and that a majority of the players need to be gay.

· The existing RCSA heterosexual limit language is discrimination.

· The RCSA needs to market itself as a gay league.

· Existing player ratings system will ensure players of the same skill level will be competing against each other, whether heterosexual or gay.

· The RCSA mission statement will ensure there is no major shift from primarily a gay league to a heterosexual league.
· Concerns regarding the character of the league moving away from a primarily gay and gay friendly environment.  

· Concerns that players who are not necessarily gay friendly may join the league creating a less friendly and less comfortable social league environment.

· Gay community fought for equality, thus its hypocritical not to abide by the law preventing discrimination based on sexual orientation.

· By-laws will protect the integrity of the league.

· The league is currently at risk of lawsuit and would not be able to withstand the financial impact such a lawsuit would have on the league. 

· Only exemption prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation is for religious groups.

· There is currently an unresolved lawsuit in the San Francisco league regarding discrimination based on sexual orientation.

· NAGAAA currently does not comply with Oregon state law. 

· Motion to remove heterosexual limit language from all Open Division documents: Player Registration Form, Ratings Form, softball code in compliance with Oregon state law: 2007 Senate Bill 2.  Motion was approved with 9 in favor and 2 opposed.
· The discussion regarding ASA rules review and adoption was postponed.
· Motion to change RCSA Open Division Rules, Section 15.0, Code of Conduct was postponed.

The next Open Division Manager’s meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 3rd at 7:00 pm.  The location will be determined at a later date.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sean Lusby

RCSA Open Division Secretary
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